


Companies House
Identity Verification

From 18 November 2025, new rules under the
Economic Crime and Corporate Transparency Act will
require all new company directors and Persons with
Significant Control (PSCs) to verify their identity with
Companies House before they can act in their role.
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Who is affected?

The new requirements apply to:

new directors and people with significant control
(PSCs)

existing directors and PSCs

members of a limited liability partnership (LLP)

PSC’s or People with Significant Control are normally,
but not exclusively, those with more than 25% of the
shares.

When is this happening?

The timing depends on whether you are an existing
(before 18 November 2025) or new (from 18 November
2025) Director (or equivalent) or PSC.

Directors:

New appointment or company registrations from 18
November 2025, at the time of registration

Existing Directors, at the time of filing the
company’s next Confirmation Statement

PSC's

Existing Director and PSC of the same company

(separate notifications are required):

o As a director, at the time of the next
Confirmation Statement

o As a PSC, not later than 14 days of the
company’s Confirmation Statement date

Existing PSC but not a Director of the same

company - within 14 days of your month of birth

after 18 November 2025. For example, if your

birthday is 22 January, your 14-day period will start

on 1 January

New PSC’s, not later than 14 days of being

registered with Companies House
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Why is this happening?

The changes are designed to improve transparency,
make company records more reliable, and help
prevent unlawful activities. By making sure that every
director and PSC has a verified identity, Companies
House is aiming to strengthen trust in the information
it holds.

How can you verify your identity?

There are two ways:
1.Directly with Companies House through one of
the GOV.UK One Login options:
a.ID check app - uses a smartphone to check a

person’s identity on a document such as a
passport or driving licence using biometric
information and a ‘selfie’, or
b. One Login web service involves answering
more detailed questions, such as those
relating to your mortgage or bank account,
plus providing other ID document details, or
c.face-to-face service, you can present your
documents at a post office at a pre-arranged
appointment, or
2.Through an Authorised Corporate Service
Provider (ACSP) that offers ID verification services
(IDV).

Once verified, you will be issued with a personal
verification code. This code is unique to you - not to
the company, but it can be used across all the
companies where you are a director or PSC. You'll
need to provide this code to your professional adviser
or anyone filing documents on your behalf, as
Companies House will not accept filings without it.
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UK DRIVING LICENCE
1 SAMPLE
= NAME

3 Date and Place of Birth

Step-by-step guide

1. Check if you’re affected - are you a director, PSC, or
member of an LLP?

2. Check which verification deadline applies to you -
are you a new or existing director or PSC?

3.Choose how to verify - through GOV.UK One Login or
with an ACSP.

4.Prepare your ID - such as a biometric passport or a
UK photo driving licence.

5.Complete verification - follow the instructions from
GOV.UK or your ACSP.

6. Receive your personal code - issued by Companies
House.

7.Share your code - with us, your solicitor, or your
adviser so they can continue filing.

8.Stay up to date - keep your verification valid if your
details change.

Please note that the verification through GOV.UK is free,
whereas using an ACSP will attract a charge per identity
verified.

What happens if you don’t verify?

From 18 November 2025, Companies House will not
accept confirmation statements or other filings unless
directors and PSCs are verified. Missing the deadline
could lead to delays, penalties, or restrictions.

Please note that if we undertake any filings at
Companies House on your behalf we will require all
applicable unique verification codes before those
filings can be made. We will be requesting these in
the forthcoming weeks for any confirmation
statement filings on or after 18th November 2025.
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Ellacotts is the trading name of Ellacotts LLP, which is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales, number 0319580. The registered office is 23 West Bar, Banbury, OX16 95A,
where a list of members is available for inspection. Ellacotts LLP is regulated for a range of investment business activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

Ellacotts Audit Services Limited is registered to carry on audit work in the UK by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales. Registered as a limited company in England and
Wales, number 12572280, the registered office is 23 West Bar, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 9SA, Details about our audit registration can be viewed at www.auditregister.org.uk under the reference

number (008320871).

Disclaimer - for the information of users: This newsletter is published for the information of clients. It provides only an overview of the regulations in force at the date of publication, and no
action should be taken without consulting the detailed legislation or seeking professional advice. Therefore, no responsibility for loss occasioned by any person acting or refraining from action
as a result of the material contained in this newsletter can be accepted by the authors or the firm.



